
 

  
 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge  
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Training covenant children for a life of thankful and obedient service to God and our neighbour 

CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT COLIN MEERSTRA

 “We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul” (Hebrews 6:19a)

With great thankfulness 

to the Lord for His guid-

ing hand we look for-

ward with excitement to 

the opening of another 

school year on Septem-

ber 6th. He has blessed 

us with the necessary 

staff, resources and pa-

rental support to make 

this possible once again. 

Please consider joining 

the staff and students for 

the opening assembly 

on the first day of 

school, held on Tuesday 

September 6th at 9:00 

AM. 

We pray that the stu-

dents and staff may 

have had a relaxing and 

rejuvenating summer 

break and be eager to 

take up their respective 

tasks. We wish all the 

best to our returning 

staff members and ex-

tend a special welcome 

to the newest ones: Pa-

tricia Bouwman (Gr 

5B), Katriel Hoogsteen (SERT), 

Joanna Kapteyn (Gr 5A), Jocelyn 

Kottelenberg (RN, EA), Hannah 

Medemblik (Gr 4), and Sarena 

Reinink (Gr 3 TA) (hopefully I 

have them all as there were many 

this year!). We have no doubt that 

you will soon feel at home at 

MCS. 

The MCS board has also been 

busy over the summer to ensure 

that everything is in place for the 

opening day. School clean-up 

days were well attended during 

the summer, giving the school its 

annual thorough cleaning. The 

property committee in particular 

had several work days to ensure 

everything is in good working or-

der. Thank you very much to all 

those who helped out, and espe-

cially to our custodian Pauline 

Knot for co-ordinating the sum-

mer cleaning. The transportation 

committee also worked diligently 

to finalize the bus routes, which 

you can find elsewhere in this 

LINK. 

We would like to make you 

aware of our fall membership 

meeting, which has been sched-

uled for Thursday, September 29. 

At that meeting we will hear the 

regular committee reports, vote 

for three new board members, 

seek approval for the 2021/2022 

draft financial statements and 

share the details of the plans for 

fundraising for the addition as re-

cently approved by the member-

ship. At this point the Capital 

Campaign Committee consists of 

Colin Meerstra, Marnix Sikkema, 

Morris Thalen and Ryan Van-

veen. Each of these members will 

head up a sub-committee with 

different tasks – please give 

prayerful consideration to serv-

ing on one of these committees if 

you are contacted. They should 

only be in place for a year, Lord 

willing, thus the work should not 

be onerous.  

Please remember the staff and 

board in your prayers as we begin 

another year of covenantal educa-

tion at Maranatha Christian 

School. 

 

  



 

Page | 2 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT RICHARD HOEKSEMA

The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with glad-

ness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. (Zephaniah 3:17) 

The above text is our “theme 

text” for the school year 

2022/2023. The chapter begins 

with serious judgment on God’s 

people. It calls down God’s woe 

on a rebellious, defiled and op-

pressing city: Jerusalem. The in-

dictment follows: “she listens to 

no voice; she accepts no correc-

tion. She does not trust in the 

LORD; she does not draw near to 

her God.” The following versus 

indicate the culpability of the of-

ficials, the judges, the prophets 

and the priests. Whatever they 

do, it is the opposite of what God 

wants. But, God remains right-

eous and just, but this doesn’t 

seem to phase these leaders, they 

know no shame. This just God 

has given examples for these 

leaders. Verses 6 and 7 show how 

God has brought other nations to 

ruin in order to teach His people. 

But this had the opposite effect. 

Verses 8 through 13 indicate that 

God will then call others into the 

fold, but only after He has con-

sumed the earth in order to make 

it pure. He promises to humble 

the people so that they serve God 

in the manner that He requires 

and the result of this is that His 

people will no longer be afraid.  

Comfort. That is what God prom-

ises. Merriam-Webster defines 

‘comfort’ as: to give strength and 

hope, to cheer; or to ease the grief 

of trouble, to console. The bal-

ance of Zephaniah 3 gives this 

comfort. God consoles His peo-

ple. His people, now beyond the 

borders of Israel, are commanded 

to sing. Why? Because the LORD 

has taken away His judgments. 

He has taken away the enemies of 

His people. And in this section is 

our text. “The LORD your God is 

in your midst.” Don’t miss the 

fact that He uses His covenant 

name: YHWH: LORD. It is God 

who took the initiative with re-

spect to the salvation of His peo-

ple. The chapter began by indi-

cating that the people of God are 

willful against Him. It ends with 

God intervening and causing His 

people to live in peace and quiet. 

God is the mighty One who will 

save. We know that salvation is 

in the name Jesus. God will be 

joyful because of His work in His 

people. Did you catch that in the 

verse? God is rejoicing over His 

people. He brings quiet to His 

people because the cause for dis-

quiet has been removed. And so, 

He sings in exultation. 

How humbling is all that? Con-

sider Romans 5:8 where we read: 

“but God shows his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.” We were en-

emies of God, so He changed that 

into making us children of God. 

Romans 5: 11: “More than that, 

we also rejoice in God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom we have now received rec-

onciliation.” 

And so, we are consoled, we are 

cheered, we are given strength to 

carry on in this life knowing that 

Jesus Christ has renewed us in 

our relationship with the Father. 

How can we but praise Him for 

His kindness! 

In that knowledge and confi-

dence, we open our doors at the 

beginning of Maranatha’s 54th 

year of operation, welcoming 

254 covenant children as well as 

a staff of 23 teachers and assis-

tants. There are some new faces 

to welcome. We will simply start 

at the bottom and work our way 

up. Mrs. Betsy Kingma returns as 

our Kindergarten teacher teach-

ing both classes representing 32 

children. In grade 1A we find 

Mrs. Jackie Deboer as well as 

Ms. Helene Nobel and Mrs. Joce-

lyn Kottenlenberg. These last 

two will be alternating days. This 

classroom has 17 children. In 

grade 1B we welcome (back) 

Mrs. Marianne VanderVeen and 

Mrs. Jaclyn Sikkema. Mrs. Sik-

kema will be teaching part of 4 

mornings per week. They will be 

teaching 18 children. Mrs. Diana 

Broersma will be assisting in this 

room as well. Jumping up to 

grade 2 takes us to Mrs. Helen 

Vanderwoerd, and Mrs. Sikkema 
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will still be teaching on Mon-

days. They will be sharing 23 

children. Grade 3 welcomes 27 

children under the tutelage of Mr. 

Ottaway. Ms. Sarena Reinink 

will be assisting here daily as 

well for Mathematics and Lan-

guage Arts. We welcome Ms. 

Hannah Medemblik to grade 4 

with 24 children. We also wel-

come two grade 5 teachers: Ms. 

Joanna Kapteyn and Ms. Patricia 

Bouwman. They each have 17 

children in their respective class-

rooms. Grade 6 welcomes Ms. 

Katharine deJong back as she 

teaches 27 children. Grade 7 con-

tinues under the capable leader-

ship of Ms. Alexandra Van-

Sydenborgh. Our grade 7 class-

room has 23 children. And that 

takes us to our grade 8 students 

spread between two classrooms 

at 15 and 14 children respectively 

in the capable hands of Mr. 

Wayne Bartels and Ms. Sydney 

Koning. Mrs. Marsha Hoeksema 

and Mrs. Jocelyn Kottelenberg 

(when she isn’t busy with Grade 

1) assist in grade 8 as well. We 

also welcome Ms. Katriel 

Hoogsteen as our Special Educa-

tion Teacher. She works with 

Mrs. Pamela Nijenhuis as well as 

Mrs. Christine Vellema in the re-

source room as well as support-

ing students in various class-

rooms. Finally, in the office, we 

have Mrs. Nicole Hutten as well 

as yours truly, and, making sure 

that all is neat and tidy, we have 

Mrs. Pauline Knot returning as 

our custodian. Quite a crowd; 

quite a blessing. Some names 

may be familiar while others may 

not be. So, we are having an 

Open House on Thursday, Sep-

tember 1st (6:30 PM – 8:30PM) 

so you can meet the staff, find 

where classrooms may have 

moved to and drop off that first 

day paraphernalia. You can find 

a list of required supplies in the 

June LINK, but it has been cop-

ied in this one as well. We hope 

to see you then.  

And so, under God’s blessing, we 

begin our 54th year of operation 

with confidence and welcome 

you all to start it with us at our 

opening assembly on Tuesday 

September 6th at 9:00 AM

 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE AMY LINDE

“Unless the LORD builds a house, those who build it labour in vain.” (Psalm 127:1a)
 

Summer break has flown by and 

once again we were blessed with 

so much beautiful weather. As 

September 6 approaches, we are 

preparing for the start of a new 

school year, whether at home or 

at school. We are extremely 

thankful to be blessed to have a 

Christian school to send our chil-

dren too, may we never take this 

for granted! Even more so, we are 

thankful to know it does not rely 

on us to succeed but on the 

LORD, who has all things in His 

Hands and who has already richly 

blessed us beyond our own un-

derstanding. 

We are so grateful that the Lord 

provided us with the staff needed 

once again. Welcome to all the 

new teachers, may you feel quick 

at home and well supported. A 

special thanks to Anita Bouwman 

for all the work she has done in 

the past teaching our Music Pro-

gram for the older grades, I am 

sure she will be missed. 

We wish all the staff, commit-

tees, and the School Board the 

Lord’s blessing as they take up 

their tasks once again, may the 

Lord bless your labours. May we 

all continue to lean on our Heav-

enly Father and support one an-

other, as we step into the 2022-

2023 school year.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE MORRIS THALEN 

We thank the Lord for being able 

to open our school doors once 

again after a summer break. I 

hope the teachers as well as the 

students had a time of relaxation 

and are ready to take up their 

daily callings in the classroom.  
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We would like to take this time to 

thank Kyle Jonker for his time as 

chairman of the property com-

mittee. Thank you for your work 

and dedication over the last cou-

ple of years and we pray for a 

blessing as you take up the task 

of elder in Elora. 

A big thanks to all the members 

for their help during the school 

cleaning nights. This makes work 

easier for the property committee 

as well as our janitor.  

Property continues to use their 

work nights for small projects 

and fixing things around the 

school building. 

TREASURER’S REPORT  MARNIX SIKKEMA

Summer is nearly gone and staff 

and students alike (whether they 

like to admit it or not!) are ea-

gerly looking forward to another 

year of school. We can see the 

hand of our faithful Father in this. 

He is the one who continues to 

maintain all things and who con-

tinues to gather his church from 

one year to the next. 

As far as finance goes here at 

Maranatha, things are rolling 

along nicely. We don't have 

much to report this time around. 

As was mentioned previously, 

we did end up in a deficit posi-

tion. The final audited numbers 

are not known yet at this time. 

We thank all supporters, both 

non-parent members and donors 

alike, for your support. Without 

your help, the fees for parent 

members would be out of range 

for most. As it is, our fees are 

high enough (but still much 

lower than many other reformed 

schools in Ontario.) We continue 

to encourage those that are able, 

to continue to donate more than 

the current fees. As you know, 

the general donation portion of 

our current budget has increased 

substantially.  

A vast majority of our members 

make their payments using PAP 

(pre-authorized payment) and 

this has significantly reduced our 

arrears! Much to be thankful for 

indeed! We continue to depend 

on God for all things, including 

the financial well-being of MCS. 

Please feel free to contact any 

committee member if you have 

any questions. 

Till next time.

TRASPORTATION COMMITTEE KEVIN VANLEEUWEN

The Transportation committee 

has finalized the bus routes for 

this school year which you can 

find in this Link. They will also 

be available on the school web-

site. We are thankful that 

Brenmar Transit will be doing 

the busing for us again this year 

and we pray for safe travels 

again this coming school year. 
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CLASS SUPPLY LIST SCHOOL YEAR 2022/2023 
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BUS ROUTES 
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SHORT REPORT FROM BOARD OF DIRECTORS MONDAY, JUNE 20TH, 2022 

1. Opening by Chairman 

1.1.Scripture Reading (Ps. 62); Singing (Ps. 62:1&4), and Prayer 

1.2.Roll Call: Richard Hoeksema, Dustin Hutten, Kyle Jonker, Amy Linde, Colin Meerstra, 

Marnix Sikkema, Trish Smith, Morris Thalen, Ryan VanVeen, Absent with notice: Kevin 

Vanleeuwen 

2. Establish Agenda 

3. Minutes - approved with one correction 

4. Short Report - approved with one correction 

5. Email Conversations to be recorded: - Agreement via email to amend the expansion proposal to 

include a cap of $1.5M on the mortgage. 

6. Matters arising from Minutes - still need to update the decision book as per the May board meeting 

minutes. 

7. Reports 

7.1.Education 

7.1.1. Looking for a replacement music teacher 

7.1.2. 1 replacement committee member. 

7.1.3. One TA hired, all positions are filled for next year. 

7.2.Principal's Report 

7.2.1. Policy review, the pre support policy was due to review this year. Review under PR. 

7.2.2. The Board Handbook was also due for review. Copy in the drive had highlighted areas for 

suggested changes which we worked through and approved. 

7.2.3. Some notes made for the PR committee to review at their next meeting in regards to the 

condition of the school after the PR BBQ. 

7.3.League/Harvest 

7.3.1. 2 items from the league were attached for review. 

7.4.Public Relations  

7.4.1. PR BBQ seemed to go quite well. 

7.4.2. Pre-support policy reviewed. 

7.5.Executive 

7.5.1. Membership meeting minutes - June 2 - approved 

7.5.2. Membership meeting - June 16 - next steps? Setup 2 new committee’s, and assigned board 

members to get them started. One for fundraising and one for building. 

7.5.3. Board member nominations 

7.5.3.1. Prepared and voted for board nominations. 

7.5.4. Termination of member from Society due to constitutional requirements. 

7.5.5. One letter received, taken for information, no response required. 

7.6.Property 

7.6.1. Chairman is requesting to be removed from his position as he was elected as an elder in 

Elora. Request is granted. Since his term was almost complete and we are close to electing 

new board members we will just run through the summer as is. Thank you to him for his 

work and we wish the Lord’s blessing in his new task. 

7.7.Transportation  
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7.7.1. Had a meeting on June 7th. Working on the routes, note that we hope to see the routes for 

the August meeting. 

7.8.Finance 

7.8.1. Finance Report - on track to finish the year with about a $30,000 deficit. 

7.8.2. Finance Minutes - reviewed 

8. Correspondence  

8.1.Incoming  

8.1.1. 2 letters received from members, one needs immediate attention and 2 board members as-

signed to deal with it. The other letter will be passed on to review at the next meeting. 

8.2.Outgoing 

9. Next Meeting: Aug 22nd, Sept 19th, Oct 24th 

10. Closing (Ps. 62:7) 

10.1.Closing Prayer – Dustin Hutten 

10.2.Adjournment 10:32 PM 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Colin Meerstra, President colin@meerstraco.ca 

Amy Linde, Vice President/Ed Com Chair amyvdz@hotmail.com 

Marnix Sikkema, Treasurer /Finance Chair marnix@eloquip.com 

Dustin Hutten, Secretary/Harvest Foundation Representative dustinh31@gmail.com 

Trish Smith, Ed-Com Liaison/LCRSS Rep/PTA Liaison erictrishsmith@hotmail.com 

Ryan VanVeen, Public Relations Chair/Finance Liaison rzvanveen@gmail.com 

Kevin Vanleeuwen, Transportation Chair exactconstructionltd@gmail.com 

Morris Thalen, Property Chair/Public Relations Liaison morristhalen@hotmail.com 

STAFF 

Staff Member Position Email 

Mrs. Betsy Kingma BEd Kindergarten bkingma@mcsfergus.ca 

Mrs. Jackie DeBoer Dip Teach Grade 1A jdeboer@mcsfergus.ca 

Mrs. Marianne Vanderveen BA, Dip Ed Grade 1B mvanderveen@mcsfergus.ca 

Mrs. Jaclyn Sikkema BEd (AM Tue-Fri) Grade 1B jsikkema@mcsfergus.ca 

Mrs. Helen Vanderwoerd, BA (Tue-Fri) Grade 2 hvanderwoerd@mcsfergus.ca 

Mrs. Jaclyn Sikkema BEd (Mon) Grade 2 jsikkema@mcsfergus.ca 

Mr. Matthew Ottaway, BA Dip. Ed. Grade 3 mottaway@mcsfergus.ca 

Ms. Hannah Medemblik Dip Teach Grade 4 hmedemblik@mcsfergus.ca 

Ms. Joanna Kapteyn Dip Teach Grade 5A jkapteyn@mcsfergus.ca 

Ms. Patricia Bouwman Dip Teach Grade 5B pbouwman@mcsfergus.ca 

Ms. Katherine deJong, Dip Teach Grade 6 kdejong@mcsfergus.ca 

Ms. Alexandra VanSydenborgh Dip Teach  Grade 7 avansydenborgh@mcsfergus.ca 

Mr. Wayne Bartels, B.A. B. Ed. Grade 8A wbartels@mcsfergus.ca 

Ms. Sydney Koning Dip Teach Grade 8B skoning@mcsfergus.ca 

Support Staff 

Ms. Katriel Hoogsteen, BA, M Teach SERT khoogsteen@mcsfergus.ca 

Mrs. Pamela Nijenhuis EA EA bswaving@mcsfergus.ca 

Mrs. Christine Vellema EA EA cvellema@mcsfergus.ca 

Mrs. Marsha Hoeksema Dip Teach EA mhoeksema@mcsfergus.ca 

Mrs. Diana Broersma BA TA dbroersma@mcsfergus.ca 

Ms. Sarena Reinink TA sreinink@mcsfergus.ca 

Ms. Helene Nobel  RN hnobel@mcsfergus.ca 

Mrs. Jocelyn kottelenberg RN/EA jkottelenberg@mcsfergus.ca 

 

Office Staff: 

Mr Richard Hoeksema, BA Dip Ed, MEd Principal principal@mcsfergus.ca 

Mr. Wayne Bartels, B.A. B. Ed. Vice-Principal wbartels@mcsfergus.ca 

Mrs Nicole Hutten Office Administrator office@mcsfergus.ca 

Mrs Pauline Knot Custodian pknot@mcsfergus.ca 

mailto:marnix@eloquip.com
mailto:dustinh31@gmail.com


 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Amy Linde, Chairman 

Trish Smith, Board Liaison 

Richard Hoeksema, (Ex Officio) 

Reuel Feenstra (Ex Officio) 

Carolyn Feenstra 

Tim Swaving 

Joyce Tenhage 

Antje Vanleeuwen 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Marnix Sikkema, Chairman 

Ryan VanVeen, Board Liaison 

Tom Lodder (Arthur) 

Jeff Hutten (Elora) 

Walter Kingma (Fergus Maranatha) 

Gary Nijenhuis, Jr. (Fergus North) 

Chris Feenstra (Grand Valley) 

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

Morris Thalen, Chairman 

Kenton Bouwman 

Mitchel Dewitt 

John Nobel 

Lambert Reinink 

Craig Vanveen 

 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

Kevin Vanleeuwen, Chairman 

Rachel VanGrootheest (Fergus/Elora) (226-971-3106) 

Henrietta Jonker (Alma/Elora) (226-486-1316) 

Vanessa Taekema (South) 1-780-284-1476 

Alex Thalen (Arthur) 519-731-6712  
Henriette Lodder (Belwood) (519-787-1851) 

 

MCS FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 

Rebecca Feenstra, President, crfeenstra@hotmail.com 

Anne Reinink, Treasurer, anneandfrank@hotmail.com 

Follie Vanleeuwen, Secretary, follie@live.com 

Hannah DeWitt, hannaha_14@hotmail.com 

Laura Thalen, alexandlaurathalen@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Nicole Hutten 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION 

Emma Bultena, President 

Joyce Feenstra, VicePresident 

Carolyn Feenstra, Treasurer 

Andrea Vanderzwaag, Secretary 

Helen Vanderwoerd, Staff Liaison 

Trish Smith, Board Liason 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Ryan VanVeen, Chairman  

 rzvanveen@gmail.com 

Morris Thalen, Board Liaison 

 morristhalen@hotmail.com 

Sarah Kingma (Arthur) 

sarahhkingma@gmail.com 

Reuben Vandenberg (Elora) 

 r.vandenberg@wightman.ca 

Kathryn Hutten (Elora) 

 kkhutten@gmail.com 

Janneke Kamphuis (Fergus Maranatha) 

 janneke_47@hotmail.com 

Jesse Hutten (Fergus Maranatha) 

 jehutten@gmail.com 

Evan VanGrootheest (Fergus North) 

 evan.vg@hotmail.com 

Monica Hutten (Fergus North) 

 monticarlo_1@hotmail.com 

Joel Groen (Grand Valley) 

 joelgroen17@hotmail.com 

 

LEAGUE DELEGATE 

Trish Smith 

 

LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

Laura Meerstra, Head Librarian 

Antje Vanleeuwen. Ed com Liason 

Diane Breukelman 

Diana Broersma 

Pam Hutten 

Jaclyn Sikkema 

 

HARVEST FOUNDATION 

Dustin Hutten 

 

BOOKKEEPER 

Charmaine Vis (519-803-6722) 

 

CARETAKER 

Bert and Pauline Knot 

 

SCHOOL ADDRESS:  

8037 Wellington Rd. 19 Fergus, ON., N1M 2W4 

web: www.mcsfergus.ca  

E-Mail: office@mcsfergus.ca  

Phone: (519) 843-3029  

Fax: (519) 843-4711 

To sign up as a member, 
contact 

your local representative or 
contact 

Ryan VanVeen  
Phone: 519-829-5801 

Email: rzvanveen@gmail.com 

 

mailto:crfeenstra@hotmail.com
http://www.mcsfergus.ca/
mailto:office@mcsfergus.ca

